
ARTE BORGO GALLERY  
is pleased to invite you to the exhibition "Metamorphosis" by Barbara Duran  
Project by Barbara Duran,  curated by Anna Isopo, critical text by Lorenzo Canova  
Catalog available in the gallery,  Editions Studio Urbana  
Opening on October 19, 2024, at 5:30 PM  
Arte Borgo Gallery Borgo Vittorio 25 – Rome  
Until October 31, 2024

Metamorphosis is the title of the project by Barbara Duran, presented at the exhibition 
space of Arte Borgo Gallery from October 19 to 31, 2024, during the IX edition of Rome 
Art Week. The exhibition space becomes a magic box, a universe in which a corpus of 
Site-Specific works aims to generate in the viewer a dimension to explore the complex 
concept of transformation. This concept has been elaborated by Barbara Duran through a 
deep introspection lasting about two years, an essential reflection to completely distance 
herself from the large artistic project White, arriving at a significant exhibition proposal, 
supported by her urgent and indispensable expressive research. A captivating exhibition 
where large and medium-sized works welcome the observer in a curated path designed to 
investigate the opposition in processes of change. A strong emphasis where Barbara 
Duran's art is research, expression, and a denunciation of the present. In the critical text, 
art historian Lorenzo Canova emphasizes: The cycle of paintings collected in this 
exhibition thus represents the ultimate (but not definitive) outcome of the previous 
journey, a landing that does not forget what has been but presents itself in the mutations 
of its essence and form. For these works, Duran has chosen many sources of inspiration, 
starting from the concept of reciprocity of the Confucian golden rule, which led her to 
work even more intensely on the idea of metamorphosis, developed with a painting that, 
in a circular and uninterrupted way, transforms in its archetypal eternal return from 
darkness to clarity, from gloom to brilliance. These paintings are positioned on the side of 
abstraction, but the painting does not lose the strength of language, in a secret dialogue 
where Heraclitus seems to meet Confucius and where the brush immerses itself in the 
flow of poetic words, in a paradoxical encounter where the verbal and the visual 
intertwine in a mysterious fusion. [...] Duran thus undertakes this navigation in which 
gray is enriched with changing and precious brilliance, with signs that lead us towards 
unknown thresholds that pulse in the fog like a destination perpetually postponed. The 
painter guides us in the inexhaustible tension of a journey where good and evil reflect and 
intertwine in the upheavals of an arcane and necessary union, where one is and is not at 
the same time, in the principle and the end that touch and renew themselves in the 
circularity of an 'other' time that delves into the enigmas of the deep and the origin.

The exhibition is sponsored by the Lazio Region and the Department of Culture. 
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